Cold War
Unit 5

Essential
Question

What were the main differences
between the USA & the USSR that
created tension following WWII?

Standards

7.C&G.1.4 Compare the sources of
power and governmental authority in
various societies.
7.E.1.3 Summarize the main
characteristics of various economic
systems.

U.S.S.R stands for United Socialist Soviet Republics. There were fifteen republics in
total.

World War II alliances
Despite deep-seated mistrust and hostility between the Soviet Union and the
Western democracies, Nazi Germany's invasion of the Soviet Union in June 1941
created an instant alliance between the Soviets and the two greatest powers in
what the Soviet leaders had long called the "imperialist camp": Britain and the
United States. Three months after the invasion, the United States extended
assistance to the Soviet Union through its Lend-Lease Act of March 1941. Before
September 1941, trade between the United States and the Soviet Union had been
conducted primarily through the Soviet Buying Commission in the United States.

World War II alliances
Lend-Lease was the most visible sign of wartime cooperation between the United
States and the Soviet Union. About $11 billion in war matériel was sent to the
Soviet Union under that program. Additional assistance came from U.S. Russian
War Relief (a private, nonprofit organization) and the Red Cross. About seventy
percent of the aid reached the Soviet Union via the Persian Gulf through Iran; the
remainder went across the Pacific to Vladivostok and across the North Atlantic to
Murmansk. Lend-Lease to the Soviet Union officially ended in September 1945.
Joseph Stalin never revealed to his own people the full contributions of
Lend-Lease to their country's survival, but he referred to the program at the 1945
Yalta Conference saying, “Lend-Lease is one of Franklin Roosevelt's most
remarkable and vital achievements in the formation of the anti-Hitler alliance.”

World War II alliances
Lend-Lease material was welcomed by the Soviet Union, and President Roosevelt
attached the highest priority to using it to keep the Soviet Union in the war against
Germany. Nevertheless, the program did not prevent friction from developing
between the Soviet Union and the other members of the anti-Hitler alliance. The
Soviet Union was annoyed at what seemed to it to be a long delay by the allies in
opening a “second front” of the Allied offensive against Germany. As the war in the
east turned in favor of the Soviet Union, and despite the successful Allied landings
in Normandy in 1944, the earlier friction intensified over irreconcilable differences
about postwar aims within the anti-Axis coalition. Lend-Lease helped the Soviet
Union push the Germans out of its territory and Eastern Europe, thus accelerating
the end of the war. With Stalin's takeover of Eastern Europe, the wartime
alliance ended, and the Cold War began.

What was the Cold War?
cold war

/ˈkōl(d) ˈˌwô(ə)r/
noun
1.

a state of political hostility between countries characterized by threats, propaganda, and other measures short of open warfare,
in particular.
○
the state of political hostility that existed between the Soviet bloc countries and the US-led Western powers from 1945
to 1990.

How the Cold War Started
Following the surrender of Nazi Germany in May 1945 near the close of World War
II, the uneasy wartime alliance between the United States and Great Britain on
the one hand and the Soviet Union on the other began to unravel. By 1948 the
Soviets had installed left-wing governments in the countries of eastern Europe that
had been liberated by the Red Army. The Americans and the British feared the
permanent Soviet domination of eastern Europe and the threat of Soviet-influenced
communist parties coming to power in the democracies of western Europe. The
Soviets, on the other hand, were determined to maintain control of eastern Europe
in order to safeguard against any possible renewed threat from Germany, and they
were intent on spreading communism worldwide, largely for ideological reasons.

How the Cold War Started
The Cold War had solidified by 1947–48, when U.S. aid provided under the
Marshall Plan to western Europe had brought those countries under American
influence and the Soviets had installed openly communist regimes in eastern Europe.

USA vs USSR
USACapitalism- Market Economy
Free Will
Democratic
Freedom of religion, speech, press, petition & assembly

USSRCommunism- Command Economy
Individual is 2nd to desires of the State
Communist/Totalitarian
No individual freedoms

Essential
Question

How effective were the political and
economic plans developed following
WWII?

Standards

7.H.2.2 Evaluate the effectiveness
of cooperative efforts and consensus
building among nations, regions and
groups.

Yalta Conference
See handout!

Political and Economic Plans
Truman Doctrine
Marshall Plan
NATO
Warsaw Pact

Political and Economic Plans
You will be given printouts of these plans. With your table, you will examine the
information about each plan then complete a chart describing the positive and
negative effects of each one.

Truman Doctrine
With the Truman Doctrine, President Harry S. Truman established that the United
States would provide political, military and economic assistance to all democratic
nations under threat from external or internal authoritarian forces. The Truman
Doctrine effectively reoriented U.S. foreign policy, away from its usual stance of
withdrawal from regional conflicts not directly involving the United States, to one of
possible intervention in far away conflicts.

Truman Doctrine
Truman argued that the United States could no longer stand by and allow the
forcible expansion of Soviet totalitarianism into free, independent nations, because
American national security now depended upon more than just the physical security
of American territory. Rather, in a sharp break with its traditional avoidance of
extensive foreign commitments beyond the Western Hemisphere during peacetime,
the Truman Doctrine committed the United States to actively offering assistance to
preserve the political integrity of democratic nations when such an offer was deemed
to be in the best interest of the United States.

Marshall Plan
The Marshall Plan, also known as the European Recovery Program, was a U.S.
program providing aid to Western Europe following the devastation of World War
II. It was enacted in 1948 and provided more than $15 billion to help finance
rebuilding efforts on the continent. The brainchild of U.S. Secretary of State George
C. Marshall, for whom it was named, it was crafted as a four-year plan to
reconstruct cities, industries and infrastructure heavily damaged during the war and
to remove trade barriers between European neighbors – as well as foster commerce
between those countries and the United States.

Marshall Plan
In addition to economic redevelopment, one of the stated goals of the Marshall Plan
was to halt the spread communism on the European continent.
Implementation of the Marshall Plan has been cited as the beginning of the Cold
War between the United States and its European allies and the Soviet Union, which
had effectively taken control of much of central and eastern Europe and established
its satellite republics as communist nations.
The Marshall Plan is also considered a key catalyst for the formation of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), a military alliance between North American
and European countries established in 1949.

Marshall Plan
https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/marshall-plan-1

NATO
In 1949, the prospect of further Communist expansion prompted the United States
and 11 other Western nations to form the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO). The Soviet Union and its affiliated Communist nations in Eastern Europe
founded a rival alliance, the Warsaw Pact, in 1955. The alignment of nearly every
European nation into one of the two opposing camps formalized the political division
of the European continent that had taken place since World War II (1939-45). This
alignment provided the framework for the military standoff that continued
throughout the Cold War (1945-91).

NATO
The discussions between the Western nations concluded on April 4, 1949, when the
foreign ministers of 12 countries in North America and Western Europe gathered in
Washington, D.C., to sign the North Atlantic Treaty. It was primarily a security
pact, with Article 5 stating that a military attack against any of the signatories
would be considered an attack against them all. When U.S. Secretary of State Dean
Acheson (1893-1971) put his signature on the document, it reflected an important
change in American foreign policy. For the first time since the 1700s, the U.S. had
formally tied its security to that of nations in Europe–the continent that had served
as the flash point for both world wars.

NATO
The original membership of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
consisted of Belgium, Britain, Canada, Denmark, France, Iceland, Italy,
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal and the United States. NATO
formed the backbone of the West’s military bulwark against the USSR and its allies
for the next 40 years, with its membership growing larger over the course of the
Cold War era. Greece and Turkey were admitted in 1952, the Federal Republic of
Germany (West Germany) in 1955 and Spain in 1982. Unhappy with its role in the
organization, France opted to withdraw from military participation in NATO in
1966 and did not return until 1995.

The Warsaw Pact
The formation of the Warsaw Pact was in some ways a response to the creation of
NATO, although it did not occur until six years after the Western alliance came into
being. It was more directly inspired by the rearming of West Germany and its
admission into NATO in 1955. In the aftermath of World War I and World War II,
Soviet leaders felt very apprehensive about Germany once again becoming a military
power–a concern that was shared by many European nations on both sides of the
Cold War divide.

The Warsaw Pact
In the mid-1950s, however, the U.S. and a number of other NATO members began
to advocate making West Germany part of the alliance and allowing it to form an
army under tight restrictions. The Soviets warned that such a provocative action
would force them to make new security arrangements in their own sphere of
influence, and they were true to their word. West Germany formally joined NATO
on May 5, 1955, and the Warsaw Pact was signed less than two weeks later, on
May 14. Joining the USSR in the alliance were Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia,
the German Democratic Republic (East Germany), Hungary, Poland and Romania.
This lineup remained constant until the Cold War ended with the dismantling of all
the Communist governments in Eastern Europe in 1989 and 1990.

The Warsaw Pact
Like NATO, the Warsaw Pact focused on the objective of creating a coordinated
defense among its member nations in order to deter an enemy attack. There was also
an internal security component to the agreement that proved useful to the USSR.
The alliance provided a mechanism for the Soviets to exercise even tighter control
over the other Communist states in Eastern Europe and deter pact members from
seeking greater autonomy. When Soviet leaders found it necessary to use military
force to put down revolts in Hungary in 1956 and in Czechoslovakia in 1968, for
example, they presented the action as being carried out by the Warsaw Pact rather
than by the USSR alone.

